[A 3-year evaluation of systematic research on Salmonella, Shigella, Campylobacter and Yersinia at a Montpellier hospital].
This work aims at assessing the prevalence of four bacterial genus that are the most frequently involved in infectious diarrhoea, among patients usually kept apart from this type of pathology (there is not a department of Digestive Tract Diseases, of Infectious Diseases, of Pediatry). Among 3.626 stools received in our laboratory from 1.163 patients, 12 strains of Campylobacter, 11 strains of Salmonella and only one strain of Yersinia were isolated. No strain of Shigella was found. Of the 12 strains of Campylobacter, 6 were found in patients in the department of Hematology. The effect of Campylobacter upon immunocompromised hosts and/or during decontamination of the digestive tract is discussed. Of the 11 strains of Salmonella that were isolated, we didn't notice any actual predominance of one of the species. Finally the scarcity of Yersinia in spite of twofold patterns of enriching is commented upon.